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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5,7-8,10-13, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rouse (US 548,273) in view of ONO (US 2002/00361 18A1 ) and 
Farlow (US 4,895,381). 

Rouse teaches a rack support frame a first swing arm post (A, B left) assembly, 

wherein the first swing arm post (A, B) assembly includes a first swing arm post 
(A) and a first plurality of swing arms (B), wherein the first swing arms (B, left) are 
rotatable between a storage position and a loading position; and a second swing arm 
post assembly (A,B right) mounted to the cart support frame, wherein the second swing 
arm post (A,B right) assembly includes a second swing arm post (A, right) and a 
second plurality of swing arms (B, Right), wherein the second swing arms are rotatable 
between a storage position and a loading position, see Figure 1; 

wherein the first plurality of swing arms (B, Left) are in a spaced-apart 
relationship substantially above each other when in the storage position to define a first 
plurality of storage regions, and wherein the second plurality of swing arms (B, Right) 
are in a spaced-apart relationship substantially above each other when in the storage 
position to define a second plurality of storage regions; 
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wherein the first and second plurality of swing arms (B) each include a pivot tube 
(C) that through which the first and second swing arm posts (A), respectively, extend; 

wherein the first and second plurality of swing arms (B) each further include a 
horizontal support bar, see Figure 3, and a keeper (b) attached to the horizontal support 
bar opposite the swing arm post (A), wherein the horizontal support is attached to the 
pivot tube (C), and wherein the keeper (b) is attached to an end of the horizontal 
support bar that is opposite the pivot tube (C); referring to Figure 4, the keeper (b) has a 
projection extending from a second end and a hollow depression in the opposing end; 

wherein the first and second plurality of sing arms (B) are vertically slidable with 
respect to the swing arm posts (A), see Column 2, lines 58-76; 

retained in position by a pin (e) for the lower swing arms (B) on each side, 

further including a support rail (A') that extends between the swing arm posts (A), 
and wherein the support rail (A') is perfectly capable of supporting instructions for using 
the device. 

Rouse does not teach swing arms engagable with each other at the ends. 

ONO teaches a frame structure including arm posts (1) and arms (2) wherein the 
ends of arms (2) are engagable with each other at second ends (1a), see Figures 1-2. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the ends of the rack support frame taught by Rouse, to 
have engagable arm ends as taught by ONO, in order to provide a more sturdy and 
rigidly spaced apart, frame support for heavier items placed between frame arms. 

Rouse modified by ONO does not teach a cart with wheels attached. 
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Farlow teaches a cart (10) having a support frame (19) comprised of side beams, 
front beam and rear beam (16), see Figure 1, having wheels rotatably attached (15) 
thereto. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a wheeled frame for supporting the rack taught by Rouse 
modified by ONO, in order to easily transport the same items supported by the rack and 
position the rack in a convenient location for the users. 

With regards to claim 1 1 , it has been held that to be entitled to weight in method 
claims, the recited structure limitations therein must affect the method in a manipulative 
sense, and not to amount to the mere claiming of a use of a particular structure. Ex 
parte Pfeiffer, 1962 CD. 408 (1961). 

Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rouse (US 548,273) in view of in view of ONO (US 2002/00361 18A1 ) and Farlow (US 
4,895,381) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Burg (US 2,514,308). 

Rouse modified by Ono and Farlow teaches all aspects of the invention as 
discussed above, except a first and second back rail support. 

Burg teaches a cart frame (1 ), see Figure 1 including a first and second post (5) 
and a first and second back rail support post assembly (6,15,16) both mouthed to the 
cart support frame, wherein the first and second back rail support post assemblies 
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(6,15,16) include a support post (6) and hook (15) attached to the support post (6) 
opposite the cart frame (1 ), see Figure 1 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the cart rack assembly taught by Rouse modified by Ono 
and Fariow, to include back rail support posts for providing means on the cart fir 
carrying additional items of significant horizontal length for providing additional means of 
storing items and saving on storage space. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly E. Campbell whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-6693. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



